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ASSESSMENT	PAPERS	PAPER	TWO	What	is	a	Paper	Two?	Paper	Two	is	externally	marked	and	completed	during	the	examination	session.	It	is	worth	25%	of	your	grade	for	this	subject.	Paper	Two	is	based	on	Part	Three	of	the	course	–	Texts	and	Contexts.	You	study	three	novels	at	Higher	Level	and	Two	at	Standard	Level.	OUR	TEXTS:	The	Reader
by	Bernhard	Schlink	The	Merchant	of	Venice	by	William	Shakespeare	1984	by	George	Orwell	(HL	only)	Each	school	selects	their	own	texts	and	the	questions	that	you	will	see	in	the	examination	are	generic.	They	can	be	answered	by	referring	to	two	of	the	texts	that	your	school	has	studied.	At	both	HL	and	SL	you	must	write	a	comparative	essay	and
refer	to	two	of	the	texts.	The	essay	must	examine	the	text	in	the	context	that	it	was	written…	as	we	are	reading	our	novels	you	will	see	how	the	ideologies	of	a	particular	time	period	have	an	impact	on	the	content	of	the	novel.	The	types	of	questions	you	can	expect	are:	Which	social	groups	are	omitted	from	a	text,	and	what	might	this	reflect	about	its
production?	What	do	you	think	of	the	assertion	that	the	meaning	of	a	text	is	fixed	and	does	not	change	over	time?	How	does	a	particular	term	or	concept,	such	as	childhood,	change	in	the	way	it	is	represented	in	the	texts	you	have	studied	How	is	our	critical	perspective	on	literary	texts	affected	by	cultural	practices?	To	what	purpose	do	authors
sometimes	choose	not	to	follow	a	chronological	sequence	of	events	in	their	literary	works?	How	valid	is	the	assertion	that	literature	is	a	voice	for	the	oppressed?	To	what	extent	is	the	critical	approach	taken	to	the	analysis	of	a	text	itself	influenced	by	specific	cultural	practices?	HELPFUL	HINTS	AND	TIPS	Practice	paper	two	questions	Some	content
on	this	page	was	disabled	on	March	17,	2020	as	a	result	of	a	DMCA	takedown	notice	from	International	Baccalaureate	Organization.	You	can	learn	more	about	the	DMCA	here:	The	Paper	2	exam	consists	of	six	essay	questions,	only	one	of	which	must	be	answered	during	the	timed	period.	The	essay	is	to	be	written	about	the	Part	3	literary	texts.
Therefore,	it	is	a	test	of	understanding	literature	in	context.	Although	the	questions	will	change	from	exam	to	exam,	they	will	always	focus	on	the	connection	between,	style,	form,	author,	purpose	and	audience.	Selecting	good	Part	3	texts	is	therefore	essential.		These	pages	offer	an	overview	of	the	requirements,	the	criteria,	sample	student	work	and
tips	on	Paper	2	essay	writing.	Besides	familiarizing	yourself	with	these	pages,	you	will	want	to	study	previous	exam	questions,	practice	writing	under	exam	conditions	and	research	your	literary	texts	carefully.	You	can	find	several	activities	that	help	you	develop	the	skills	you	need	for	the	Paper	2	exam	on	the	'skills'	page.		Although	it	seems	as	if	a
quarter	of	your	IB	grade	is	determined	in	one	brief	sitting,	in	fact	you	can	do	a	lot	to	prepare	for	this	exam	so	that	it	is	not	so	nerve-racking.	Careful	planning	and	a	clear	strategy	are	half	the	battle.	What	one	writes	is	only	the	tip	of	a	very	large	iceberg.		The	basics			Answer	1	of	6	essay	questions.	SL	and	HL	students	receive	exactly	the	same	6
questions.		Essay	must	answer	one	question	in	relation	to	both	literary	texts	that	were	studied	for	Part	3.		Essay	must	answer	one	question	in	relation	to	2	or	3	of	the	literary	texts	studied	for	Part	3.	has	1.5	hours	to	answer	this	essay	question.		has	2	hours	to	answer	this	essay	question.			Paper	2	grade	counts	for	25%	of	the	final	grade.	Sample
questions	Are	you	curious	to	see	what	Paper	2	questions	look	like?	Here	is	a	sample	of	questions	that	represent	the	kinds	of	questions	that	could	appear	on	the	exam.	They	are	inspired	by	the	sample	questions	that	appear	in	the	Language	A:	Language	and	Literature	guide.		Explain	how	the	authors	of	at	least	two	literary	works	have	portrayed	a	social
group	in	a	particular	way.	How	might	the	contexts	of	the	authors	have	influenced	their	portrayal	of	these	social	groups?	It	is	often	said	that	literature	is	a	voice	for	social	commentary.	How	is	this	true	of	at	least	two	works	that	you	have	read.	To	what	extent	can	the	meaning	of	a	literary	work	change	over	time?	How	does	this	question	apply	to	at	least
two	works	that	you	have	read?	To	what	degree	are	readers	influenced	by	their	culture	and	context.	Explain	how	at	least	two	works	could	be	read	differently	depending	on	the	culture	of	their	audience.		'Coming	of	age'	is	a	common	theme	in	literary	works.	With	regards	to	at	least	two	literary	works,	explain	how	the	author's	own	youth	influenced	their
portrayal	of	this	theme.		With	regards	to	at	least	two	literary	works,	explain	how	the	setting	both	influences	the	characters	and	reflects	the	author's	own	context.	How	are	the	characters	from	at	least	two	literary	works	representational	of	people	from	the	time	and	place	in	which	they	were	written?	Why	might	two	of	your	Part	3	works	be	considered
'timeless'?	With	regards	to	two	literary	texts,	explain	why	authors	may	have	chosen	to	depict	events	in	a	particular	sequence	or	order.		How	do	two	literary	works	both	reflect	and	challenge	the	spirit	of	the	times	in	which	they	were	written?	When	you	take	the	IB	Biology	SL	or	HL	exam,	you'll	probably	be	stressed	out	no	matter	what.	But	having	seen	a
past	paper	beforehand	will	be	a	huge	advantage:	you'll	know	the	format	of	the	test	cold	and	be	used	to	the	length	and	style	of	the	test.	In	this	article,	we'll	get	you	familiar	with	the	exam	format	by	exposing	you	to	IB	Biology	past	papers.	We'll	also	share	strategies	on	how	best	to	use	these	IB	Biology	tests	for	your	own	exam	prep.	2022	IB	Exam
Changes	Due	to	COVID-19	Because	of	the	ongoing	COVID-19	(coronavirus)	pandemic,	the	IB	has	decided	to	extend	the	adaptations	which	were	put	in	place	for	2021	to	2022.	May	2022	IB	assessments	will	have	two	routes,	exam	and	non-exam,	depending	on	which	your	school	chooses.	Stay	up	to	date	with	the	latest	information	on	what	this	means	for
IB	diplomas,	course	credit	for	IB	classes,	and	more	with	our	our	IB	COVID-19	FAQ	article.	Where	to	Find	Free	Past	Papers	In	the	last	few	years,	IBO	has	gotten	tough	on	illegal	uploads	of	past	papers,	with	the	result	that	many	sources	are	no	longer	available.	Unfortunately,	IBO	has	yet	to	provide	any	free	sample	Biology	papers	(SL	or	HL)	on	its
website	(although	we'll	be	sure	to	update	this	article	if	and	when	that	does	happen).	Because	of	this,	while	you	might	find	some	results	if	you	search	around	online	for	past	IB	Biology	papers,	it's	difficult	to	know	if	they're	real	past	papers	(illegally	uploaded)	or	unofficial	(ones	created	from	scratch	by	students	for	practice).	You	should	be	wary	of	any
unofficial	IB	Biology	papers	you	find.	We	don't	recommend	using	them,	as	they	may	be	very	different	from	the	actual	IB	Biology	exam.	Where	to	Find	Paid	Tests	The	Follet	IB	store	sells	digital	versions	of	the	IB	Biology	SL	past	papers	and	IB	Biology	HL	past	papers	from	2015	to	2021.	This	is	the	only	safe	place	to	get	IB	Biology	past	papers	to
download.	Each	paper	and	each	mark	scheme	cost	$3-$4,	so	one	full	exam	(including	paper	1,	paper	2,	paper	3,	and	the	mark	schemes)	will	cost	you	about	$21-$24.	Buying	all	of	the	past	papers	and	mark	schemes	is	costly,	so	we	recommend	just	purchasing	the	one	or	two	most	recent	complete	past	papers.	These	tests	will	be	the	most	similar	to	what
you'll	be	tested	on.	Plus,	for	most	students,	two	tests	will	be	plenty	of	practice.	3	Tips	to	Use	IB	Biology	Past	Papers	Effectively	Each	IB	Biology	practice	test	will	take	3	hours	for	SL	or	4.5	hours	for	HL,	so	it's	crucial	that	you	get	the	most	out	of	each	test	(since	you	will	probably	not	have	time	for	very	many	of	them).	Here	are	critical	strategies	to	keep
in	mind	when	you're	taking	the	tests:	#1:	Take	Papers	1	and	2	In	One	Sitting,	if	Possible	IB	Biology	SL	and	IB	Biology	HL	papers	1	and	2	are	given	back	to	back,	forcing	you	to	write	for	two	hours	for	SL	and	three	hours	and	15	minutes	for	HL.	You	need	to	build	up	endurance,	so	you	don't	make	careless	mistakes	when	you	are	exhausted	at	the	end	of
paper	2.	By	taking	the	IB	Biology	practice	exam	in	one	sitting,	you	build	up	important	endurance	for	the	real	papers.	If	you	don't	have	time	in	your	schedule	for	a	two-hour	or	three-hour	15-minute	session,	then	splitting	the	papers	up	over	a	few	days	is	fine.	Just	make	sure	you	follow	the	next	rule:	#2:	Keep	Strict	Timing	on	Each	Paper	With	a	Timer	It
is	vital	that	you	get	used	to	the	timing	pressures	on	the	IB	Biology	papers.	Here	is	the	time	allotted	for	each	paper:	IB	Biology	SL	IB	Biology	SL	Paper	1—45	minutes	IB	Biology	SL	Paper	2—1	hour	15	minutes	IB	Biology	SL	Paper	3—1	hour	IB	Biology	HL	IB	Biology	HL	Paper	1—1	hour	IB	Biology	HL	Paper	2—2	hours	15	minutes	IB	Biology	HL	Paper	3
—1	hour	15	minutes	In	this	time	frame,	you	need	to	finish:	IB	Biology	SL	SL	Paper	1:	30	multiple-choice	questions	SL	Paper	2:	4	short	responses	and	1	essay	question	(you	choose	between	3	options)	SL	Paper	3:	6	short	response	questions	that	each	can	have	between	2-5	parts	IB	Biology	HL	HL	Paper	1:	40	multiple-choice	questions	HL	Paper	2:	4
short	response	questions	that	each	can	have	between	3-10	parts	and	2	essay	questions	(you	choose	between	4	options)	HL	Paper	3:	7	or	more	short	response	and	essay	questions	(varies	based	on	the	options	that	you	covered	in	your	class).	Do	not	give	yourself	even	two	extra	minutes	during	your	practice	—this	can	allow	you	to	answer	more	questions
and	improve	your	IB	exam	score	substantially.	You	want	to	use	these	practice	tests	as	reliable	indicators	of	your	real	IB	Biology	score,	not	as	a	way	to	falsely	boost	your	sense	of	progress.	#3:	Review	Your	Answers	From	Your	Practice	Test	At	the	end	of	every	practice	exam,	make	sure	you	review	every	mistake	you	made,	and	every	question	you	were
unsure	of.	If	you	skip	this	step	in	the	process,	you're	not	going	to	learn	from	your	mistakes,	and	you'll	continue	making	them	on	the	next	tests.	You	should	spend	at	least	1.5	hours	reviewing	every	full	practice	exam.	This	may	feel	like	a	lot	of	time,	but	emphasize	quality	of	learning	over	quantity	of	learning.	I'd	rather	see	you	take	two	exams	with
detailed	review	than	five	exams	with	no	review.	What's	Next?	Learn	more	about	IB	Biology:	Learn	more	about	the	IB	Program	through	our	other	articles:	Want	to	improve	your	SAT	score	by	160	points	or	your	ACT	score	by	4	points?	We've	written	a	guide	for	each	test	about	the	top	5	strategies	you	must	be	using	to	have	a	shot	at	improving	your	score.
Download	it	for	free	now:
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